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£ And from this very circumftance is overthrown your honours reafoning with regard to the property 1n
ueftios, forif it will prove any thing it will_prove too mach, and the back lands cannot be confifcated,
t they belapg to the pative Indians, your honours will {fay, that though they have made war againit us,
yet their property canunot be confifcated, for Vattell, a late and celebrated writer on the law cf nations
has thewn, ¢¢ that the rigear of that law is much foftencd in this very point, by prefent ufage and praé‘ticc.”’
If they belong to the crown of Great-Britain, as truftee for the nation, as we conceive, and will be
called Britith p operty, the congrefs, fhould they adopt the fame way of thinking with your hcnours,
will not be willing to cot.fifcate it, as it may be made a preliminary article ot the peace, that it be fecured,
or at leaft the fuli value of i3, to the original owners.””  Nay, it they fhould not adopt the fentiments
of 'your bosours, but be willipg to confifcate it, yet will there not be danger, in the opinion of your
honours, that as in the mean time the title muft te doubtful, aul ihe purchafe invidious,” engroflers
4nd fpeculators will buy it up; and depreciate the carrency flill more! For, as your honours would
fuppofe, the more readily money will buy land, the.mpre evidently it ie depreciaied. But it les upon
your honours, who haye farted thefe d:ficulties in the one cale,.to tefolve them in the other. For with
regard to the preliminary, of which your honours arc fo apprehenfive, if it 1s niade a prcliminafy with re-
gard to the property in queftion, will it not alfo be made a preliminary with regard to the back lands,
which have belonged to the crown and people of Great-Britain ! Nay, will it not more probably be
made a prefiminary with regard to thefe lands, than with régard to the pr0pcrt9 in queftion ? ln the one
cafe a folid emolument will arife to the crown and to the nation, in the other to thofe only who have
manifefted an attackment to.it. . In the one cafe intereft will induce the enemy to makeita preliminary,
_in the other a fenfe of homour only ; and in proportion as the love of intgreft is ftronger in the Britifh
court than the love of honour, fo much the more willing wiil they be to make the one a preliminary ar-
ticle, and to mneglect the other, We may be alTured the crown will not régafd the property of thofe
fubje&ts, of whom we {peak, fo much as to continue the war a fingle day on their account. Did this
property remain unalienated, and it appeared th ‘t the bare mention of it might obtain it, it is poflible
that court might, to fave appeerances, be induced to mention it, But when ic is applied and gone, they
will be filent ; for having loft ‘hirteen fates. and vatt traéts of crown lands for themfelves, they will not
much contend for others, whom they know pnly as retainers on their army, or the obnoxious of Ame-
fica. But fhould we not be wiiling to make any preliminary about 1t, we thall have all America intcrelled
with us. The property of Britith fubjetts, and thofe of them called refugees, through the feveral ftates,
afe already in the fame predicament with the obje@s of our bill.  The {everal (tajes of America are
therefore with us, and if it muit be made a prelisninary at all, let the ftates make it. But your honours
mmay reft fatisfied, that as the general intercit is concerned, the ftates will not makeit a preiimi-
nary. ‘ |
From thefe principles we muft conceive, that the fears and apprehenfions of your honours are ground-
lefs ; we have fhewn that your reafonings are {o, for, through the whole of the meflage, every lentence

:5 at variance with the rett, and, it we grant what you fuppofe in the one cafe, it deftroys what you
fuppole in the other.
 "{here are {everal other matters in your meflage (foreign to the queftion, and which we thiuk ought to
have been omitted) that deferve our animadverfion, but we fhall conclude. \
We do not think it neceilary to fend you a bill to prevent the removal or transfer of Britifh property.
~The law of nations will be as good a fecar'ty as any law we could poffibly obtain your affent to. Who-
eber attempts to remove or purcrale, will be anfwerable to the ftate.

Qur and your appeal is now made to our conftituents. We are both bound by what they fhall determine.
1f the people think the right of feizing and confifcating Britifh property is not juftified by the law of na-
ture and nations; if they fhould determine that policy torbids the exercife of the right at this time; or if
they fhould be of opinion, that they can pay, by taxes, 14,220,000 dollars in nine months, or if unable
they fhould prefer the {ale ot their own property betore tha of their enenfies, this houfe will comply
with their defire ; but if they fhould coincide with us in opinion, we flatter ourfelves your honours will
fiot oppofé the voice of your country, and ftand betwcen them and their enemies, and protett their
prolgerty from falc, to affilt us in prolecuting of the war. .

" As our conftituents will bave nme to exprels their fentiments, and to give their inftrutions before
the firft day of March next, this houfe intend to adjoura to that day.

S ‘ Py order, J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. el

Meflicurs Willjamfon and Read, from the houle of delegates, deliver to the prefident the
engrofled bill No. 35, with the paper bill thereof, which ¢agroffed bill was thus endorfed ; ¢ By
<« the houfe of delegates, December 30, 1779 Read and aHented to. '
L <« By order, "~ 'J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.”

Meffieurs Burgefs and M¢Gee, fiom the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the en-
grofled bills .No.:3¢ and 40, with the paper bills thereof, which engroffed bills were feverally
endorfed ; *¢ By the houfe of delegates, December 30, 1779 Read and affented to.
R : | «¢ By order, 'J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.”
Which engroffed bills were sead and afented to, and the paper bills thereof fo endorfed.

The bill, entitled, An att for the fpecial appointment of infpe&ors, and to encreafe their
falaries: and the warchoufe rent, was read the fecond time by efpecial order, paffed, and fent to

the houfe of delegates by William Hindman, Efq;
"The refolution making compenfation to the civil officers, was read the fecond time and the
quefion being put, That the faid refolution be concurred with? Refolved in the affirmative.
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